Geography Paper 3: Issue Evaluation Advice
The Issue Evaluation relates to the booklet that you get before the exam. This will be Section A on Paper 3. This exam is 1hr15mins and has 76 marks available, which works out at 1 minute per mark, including checking and improving time. There are 37 marks allocated for Section A. Paper 3 is worth 30% of your final grade. Section B on Paper 3 is about geographical skills and fieldwork. You will get separate advice about Section B.

Question format
There are a range of questions. Here are examples of the mark allocation:
1, 1, 6, 1, 1, 1, 6, 2, 6, 9 &3
1, 1, 1, 6, 6, 2, 6, 2, 9 & 3
2, 6, 2, 2, 1, 6, 6, 9 & 3

Examples of the type of questions include:
Sample questions 1 (Urbanisation):
Latitude / longitude
Suggest why…
Complete a choropleth map and interpret
Using figure 4 and your own understanding, discuss…
Interpret a photo
Study figure 5 and use own knowledge, suggest why…
Decision

Sample questions 2 (proposed coal mine):
Describe the changing pattern
Suggest why…
Suggest one reason…
Suggest two reasons…
Map skills
Using figure 2 discuss….
Explain…
Decision

Sample questions 3 (development issues)
Give one reason…
Multiple choice
Evaluate the suitability of the data
Suggest how…
Compare the changes…
Using figure 2 and your own knowledge, discuss…
Give two reasons…
Decision
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9 mark questions – making and justifying a decision
[image: ]
Examples of the 9 mark & 3 SPaG questions
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	Exam technique advice for the 9 mark question

	1
	Give a wide range of evidence. Don’t just copy the data / quote – you must say something about the information that links it to the question.
e.g. Figure 2 states that….which means….
Figure 4 states that 24%......which shows…
The local resident in Figure 6 says “This will have a negative impact upon……”…this supports the argument that…..
Don’t quote more than one sentence at a time. Copying out large sections of the booklet will not gain you marks.

	2
	Link the figures together (cross reference).
e.g. Figure 4 states that…..which means that….this evidence supports the statements in Figure 5  and Figure 6 as…….

	3
	Categorise information – social, economic, environmental, political.
e.g. The social impacts of…are…..Whereas the economic impacts are…..In terms of the environmental impacts…..

	4
	Refer to timescale e.g. short / long term impacts.
e.g. In the short term it is likely that there will be negative environmental impacts…However in the longer term…..
I think that …..because the longer term social impacts……

	5
	Refer to different spatial scales e.g. local, regional, national, global.
e.g. The local impacts of ……are….On a regional scale the impacts are …..However, on national scale the impacts are more positive because…..
Only refer to a global (worldwide) scale if it is relevant. 

	6
	Recognise the views of different groups of people.
e.g. This is a complex situation as different groups of people have differing opinions about……For example local residents are against it because…as are the environmental groups….This contrasts with the developers who think that…..They also agree with the government….

	7
	If appropriate, use your own knowledge to develop your points.
e.g. A similar example to this situation was in…..which supports my decision because….

	8
	Give the advantages of your chosen option and the disadvantages of the other options.
e.g. I think that option 1 is the best because…..(several reasons and development are needed). This option is better than option 2 because…..Furthermore, it is better than option 3 as the disadvantages with this option are….

	9
	Recognise that your chosen option has some disadvantages and suggest how they could be overcome.
e.g. Although I think that option 1 is the best, there are some problems with it, for example…..However, these problems could be reduced by…….

	10
	Give a substantiated conclusion (evidence and judgement).
e.g. The main reason why I think that option 1 is the best is …..This is shown in figure 4 and figure 6…..(quote / data). You may have already given the data / quote in the main section of your decision, but you should select some evidence to refer back to in the conclusion.
There are more points in favour of option 1 and the significance of these arguments is stronger than those supported by the alternatives, for example…..
Or you may argue that: Although there are fewer points in favour of option 1, the fact that it will lead to….outweighs the disadvantages and means that it is preferred to the other options.

	11
	Make sure that your decision is linked in detail to the context i.e. it is relevant and considers the specific issues that are important in that area.

	12
	SPaG marks will be given – use key terms as well as checking SPaG


Advice about exam technique for the other questions:
· There is likely to be three 6 mark questions, with the command words of discuss, suggest how / why, explain or compare. These will be marked out of three levels – basic, clear or detailed.
· For the suggest how / why questions, make sure that you fully develop your points to explain how something happens. Use phrases like this means that…which will lead to…this results in….
· Some questions will state Using Figure X and your own knowledge / understanding…. Here you must show that you’ve used Figure X by writing: From Figure X, I can see that….Your own knowledge / understanding will be shown by writing something that is relevant and goes beyond the information in the booklet.
· Make sure that you are confident at map skills e.g. direction (8 point compass e.g. SW / NE) 4 & 6 figure grid references, measuring distance, interpreting symbols, understanding height / contours and identifying human & physical features.
· If you have a photograph to interpret, then pick out specific features in it and refer to where they are in the photo e.g. in the top right of the photo, I can see a….in the background / foreground there is …..
· Carefully complete a map / chart if asked to. Be precise, follow the key & don’t miss this question out! It’s easy to miss if there are not lines to write on.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Keep an eye on the clock. 37 marks = 37 minutes. Leave time for Section B.
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Do you think that the proposed coal mine development at Druridge Bay should go
ahead?

Tick the box of your choice.

Yes No

Use evidence from the resource booklet and your own knowledge to explain your
decision.

[9 marks]
[+ 3 SPaG marks]
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Strategies for answering the 9-mark question

Start a plan.

List key points to be made (possibly link to evidence).
Number points to determine sequence for writing the answer.
The first sentence should be the decision.

Have clear paragraphs for options being discussed.

Make explicit links to evidence.

Provide a conclusion.
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Paper 3: Geographical applications

Additional specimen Morning Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes

Materials
For this paper you must have
a clean copy of the pre-release booklet

Instructions
Use black ink or black ball-point
Filin the boxes at the bottom of
Answer all questions
You must answer the questions in the spaces provided. Do not write outside the box around each
page or on blank pages

« Dol rough work in this book. Cross through any work you do not want to be marked

Information

« Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in Questions 03.1 and 05.4.
Advice

For the multple-choice questior
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What this means for teaching

It is important to use the processes of decision-making in class as part of
mainstream lessons or part of the process of understanding conflict, eg in
lesson openers and main activities: use of photos, or data, or peoples’
viewpoints, conflict matrices etc.

Good decision making skills

« Range. Being able to analyse advantages and disadvantages, eg
costs/benefits, good/bad, positive/negative impacts.

Using evidence. Giving extended and detailed evidence to support a case
using detailed data instead of vague assertions.

Balance. Being able to see all sides of a people-environment issue and
accept that no solution is a catch-all or is problem-free.

Counter-argument. Being able to explain why some proposals or ideas
have been rejected.

Reach a judgement or decision. Being able to put together a logical case
that is linked to evidence.
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SAMs Set 1: Issue Evaluation 9-mark guestion

[Three projects have been suggested to try and improve the quality of life for
the urban poor in Kolkata. These are described in Figure 5.

hich of the three projects do you think will improve the socio-economic and
environmental conditions for the urban poor of Kolkata most effectively?

Explain why you have reached this decision.
[9 marks]
[+3 SPaG marks]
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