Schoenberg: Der kranke Mond (no.7 from Pierrot Lunaire) 1912

Things to consider

· Context

· Text

· Sprechstimme

· Instrumentation

· Texture

· Melodic writing

· Harmonic language

Questions for discussion

Why compose music like this?

What makes some music ‘difficult’?

Is music just personal expression? If so, why should anyone else be interested?

Which is more important in vocal music, the words or the notes?

Does music always say something about its era?

Is there such a thing as musical progress?

